LWOP-Sentenced Prisoners Drive the Aging of the MA-DOC Criminally Sentenced Population

By Life Without Parole (LWOP) Sentences, Other Sentences and Total Population
January 1, 2016 through January 1, 2025

Since 1974

Year B 2016 2017 2019 ‘ 2020
o LWOP OTHER TOTAL Lworp OTHER TOTAL LwoP OTHER LwoP OTHER TOTAL
Age Range # - % # % # # % # % - # # % # % # # % # % #

18-54. 673 9.2% 6635  90.8% | 7308 684 9.9% 6216  90.1% | 6900 697.- - 10.7% | 5824  89.3% 6521 683 11.2% 5415 88.8% 6098

% of each
sentence

55-91 || 331. -25.0%| 991 75.0% | 1322 337 25.3%| 997 74.7% | 1334 384 25.2%( 1139  74.8% 1523 400 26.6% | 1104 73.4% 1504

% of each
sentence
Total

67.0%. - --- -| 87.0% - 84.7% || 67.0% -- 86.2% - 83.8% 64.5% -- 83.6% -- 81.1% || 63.1% - 83.1% - 80.2%

33.0% - 13.0% - 15.3%(33.0% - 13.8% - 16.2%|(35.5% - 16.4% - 18.9% || 36.9% - 16.9% - 19.8%

1004 1;]..6% 7626  88.4% | 8630 1021 12.4% | 7213  87.6% | . 8234 1081 13.4% | 6963  86.6% 8044 1083 14.2% 6519 85.8% 7602

Sentence
Year 2021 2022 . 2023 ‘ 2024
Lworp OTHER TOTAL Lwop OTHER TOTAL || LWOP OTHER TOTAL || LWOP OTHER TOTAL
Age Range| ‘'# - % # % # # % # % # o # % # % # # % # % #

18-54 651 12.4% | 4584  87.6% | 5235 624 14.5% | 3673  85.5% | 4297 611 .- 14.6% | 3577 85.4% 4188 608 14.0% 3738 86.0% 4346

is:ee:cc: 616% -~ | 791% - | 76.4% | 60.2% -~ | 799% - | 763% [ 591% - | 80.0% - | 760% || 57.6% - | soo% - | 76.6%

55-91 | 405  25.1%| 1208 74.9% | 1613 || 412 30.9%| 922 69.1% |1334 | 423 32.1%| 896 67.9% | 1319 | 447 33.6%| 883  66.4% | 1330
:/;:::nacc: 38:4% - |209% - |23.6%|39.8% - |201% - |23.7%|a0.9% - |200% -~ |20.0%424% - |191% - |23.4%
Total 1056 = 15.4% | 5792 84.6% | 6848 || 1036 18.4% | 4595 816% | 5631 || 1034 188% | 4473 81.2% | 5507 | 1055 18.6% | 4621  81.4% | 5676

Sentence

* The 2025 LWOP population is reduced because of the Com v Mattis decision which applied retroactively, so that those aged 18-20 at the

Year:: i jj..- .« - 2025 time of crime are re-sentenced to Second Degree life with parole. {Data Source: MA-DOC public records, 2016-2025)
LWOP* - OTHER TOTAL Bet 2016 to 2025
etween o) :
Age Range .# % # % # * The percentage of LWOP prisoners ‘aged 55 and older increased by 41%.
18-54 | 498 < 11.3% | 3904  88.7% | 4402 * The percentage of total prisoners aged 55 and older increased by 53%.
% of each .- * Among prisoners aged 55 and older, thé percentage of those serving LWOP increased 34%
sentence 53.6%. - 81.1% - 76.6% (from 25.0% to 33.6% ) in-2024, then fell 4% to 32.1% in 2025 as Mattis prisoners were paroled.

* After decreasing 36% between 2016 and 2023, the total population increased 4.3% by 2025.

91 431 321%| o911 67.9% | 1342 -
55-91. || 431 " 32.1% % Lifer's Group Inc., POB 43, Norfolk, MA 02056

%ofeach e e |igou 23.4% . Prepared by D. Greineder, November 2025
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929  16.2% | 4815 83.8% | 5744

Sentence’




