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Lifers' Group Fast Facts:
INADEQUATE USE OF MEDICAL PAROLE FOR PRISONERS
SENTENCED TO LWOP: More Die In Prison Than Are Paroled

ENDNOTES

Sources: Data for the table based on public records reponses from the Parole
Board, 2023, 2024 & 2026. Calculations by author.
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Lifer’s Group Fast Facts: INADEQUATE USE OF MEDICAL PAROLE FOR PRISONERS
SENTENCED TO LWOP: More Die in Prison Than are Paroled

LWOP Medical Paroles
2018-2025
Date Status or Timeon
Released Date Died Release
11/01/2018 11/24/2018 23 days
11/06/2018 08/08/2018 9 mos
03/18/2019 07/09/2020 16 mos
03/22/2019 11/24/2020 20 mos
11/08/2019 02/04/2022 27 mos
01/08/2020 05/04/2022 28 mos
02/05/2020 11/04/2020 9 mos
03/04/2020 In Community 73 mos
04/02/2020 02/09/2021 10 mos
04/06/2020* In Community 69 mos
04/06/2020 08/18/2025 64 mos
04/10/2020 08/09/2023 40 mos
04/17/2020 03/02/2021 10 mos
05/15/2020 04/29/2022 23 mos
06/19/2020 01/27/2021 7 mos
06/19/2020 05/17/2023 35 mos
06/26/2020 09/23/2020 3 mos
06/30/2020 01/07/2021 6 mos
07/02/2020 10/12/2022 27 mos
07/13/2020 12/30/2022 29 mos
07/23/2020 03/24/2023 32mos
08/18/2020 08/20/2020 2 days
09/03/2020 02/25/2025 54 mos
09/03/2020 12/23/2022 27 mos
09/04/2020 11/12/2021 14 mos
11/13/2020 In Community 66 mos
11/20/2020 11/24/2020 4 days
11/24/2020 12/01/2020 7 days
11/25/2020 In Community 66 mos
01/27/2021* In Community 64 mos
02/22/2021 11/17/2021 9 mos
03/16/2021 01/27/2022 10 mos
04/26/2021 09/25/2025 54 mos
06/09/2021 09/18/2021 3 mos
08/05/2021 In Care Instit 57 mos
10/01/2021 07/15/24 34 mos
12/09/2021 12/28/2021 19days
12/30/2021. In Care Instit 52 mos
03/28/2022 In Care Instit 49 mos
06/06/2022 09/13/2022 3 mos
07/06/2022* In Community 42 mos
07/20/2022 in Care Instit 45 mos
08/15/2022 In Community 41 mos
08/17/2022* In Community 39 mos
09/06/2022 01/04 2023 4 mos
09/15/2022 09/30/2022 15 days
12/01/2022 03/29/2024 16mos
'12/02/2022 In Care Instit 39 mos
12/05/2022 In Care Instit 39 mos
02/27/2023 11/03/2025 - 32mos
03/01/2023 10/13/2024 31 mos
05/15/2023 12/09/2023 7 mos
07/21/2023 In Community 34 mos
09/18/2323 In Care Insitit 32 mos
11/10/2023 12/04/2023 24 days
11/29/2023 11/26/2024 12 mos
05/02/2024 In Care Instit 24 mos
05/28/2024 02/22/2025 9 mos
07/09/2024 InCarelnst 22 mos
09/06/2024 02/12/2025 6 mos
10/21/2024 In Care Instit 19 mos
12/26/2024 In Care Instit 17 mos
02/18/2025 InCare Instit 15 mos
02/24/2025 02/06/2026 12 mos
02/25/2025 InCare Instit 15 mos
03/31/2025 In Community 13 mos
06/04/2025 06/13/2025 9 days
08/18/2025 InCare Instit 8 mos
10/24/2025 11/20/2025 26 days
11/17/2025 In Care Instit 6 mos
*Tech Violation & re-release (time
on release may be shortened)

Massachusetts prisons have the oldest prisoners (1) and the highest
percentage of Life Without Parole (LWOP) sentences in the U.S. (2).
In 2018 a medical parole statute was at last enacted that allows
release of terminally ill (life expectancy under 18 months) and
permanently incapacitated prisoners, but because of limitations in
the law and the DOC's determination to 1limit its use, hopes for
humanitarian and financial benefits, most important for LWOP
prisoners, have been very limited (3). Paroles continue to be
denied until harmless debilitated and aging prisconers require
nursing home placement or are close to death. Fewer than 14% of
petitioners are granted parole while aging and chronically ill LWOP
prisoners continue to die in prison (4). Between 2018-2025,
excluding 2020, only 46 LWOP prisoners were granted medical parole
while 58 vulnerable LWOP prisoners were denied and died in prison.
In 2020, under emergency orders from the SJC during the height of
the Covid-19 pandemic, 24 got medical parole. Three of them,
previously denied, died in their hospital beds only days after
being paroled. Six other LWOP prisoners also died in prison that
year. In 2021, Covid still raging, only 9 LWOP prisoners were
granted medical parole while 13 died in prison (5).

>> Of the 70 releases (Table), 45 (64%) have died;
9 (13%) within 1 month of being granted parole
19 (27%) died between 1 to 18 months
17 (24%) died between 18 to 64 months

>> 25 (36%) LWOP prisoners are currently on medical parole;
10 (14%) are living in the community
15 (21%) are housed in care institutions
Since February 2021, only 5 parolees are living in
the community and 15 are in nursing homes
19 (27%) have been on parole between 18 to 73 months
6 (9%) have been released less than 18 months

>> None have committed a new crime while on medical parole.

>> More than $18 Million dollars ($18,261,296) of cumulative
savings have accrued through 2026 from even this restricted use
of medical parole (6). Costs were calculated at the annual rate
for average prisoners, but savings are likely much greater
because elderly or sick prisoners cost 2-5 times the average (7)
because of special accommodations and health care.

Consensus evidence shows that prisoners over 55 years old as well
as those convicted of murder have the lowest rates of recidivism
(8). Liberalizing compassionate medical parole for older LWOP pris—
oners will not decrease public safety but can greatly reduce costs
(9). International and US law recognize that prisoners retain the
essence of human. dignity, and thereby validate requiring medical
parole for permanently incapacitated and terminally ill prisoners.
Currently proposed legislation, if enacted, would greatly benefit
such compassionate humanitarian and financial outcomes.
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