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“ To Uplift The Fallen Is to Live Forever!”

Sheldon N. Messer 00A3204

Sing Sing Correctional Facility

354 Hunter Street

Ossining, New York 10562

April 3, 2007

Real Cost of Prisons Project (RCPP)

5 Warfield Place

Northampton, MA 01060

Re: Web-Page Submission “Writing From Prison”

      “Comprehensive Incarcerated Person Reform, Rehabilitation & Reentry Act”

Dear Real Cost Of Prisons Family:

   I am the above-named Prisoner and Author of the abovementioned: “Comprehensive Incarcerated Persons Reform, Rehabilitation, and Reentry Act” Short Title: C.I.P.R.A.  First and foremost, let me say thank you for all of the hard work that the Real Cost of Prisons Project has been doing on behalf of the millions of American Residents in Prison, or on probation or parole. If no one sent you words of thanks and appreciation I am doing so now.

   Nevertheless, I am writing to you in hopes of having the document published and posted on your Web-Page. In accordance to your specifications, the document is formatted in “Word” and should be easy to place---hopefully. 

    I am asking that you please carefully read the brief and proposal, and if you find it feasible share it with other community and faith based organizations and contact the people listed at the end of this letter either via E-Mail, letter, phone or Fax pledging your support. Most important however, is that you share this document with your fellow citizens, because the revelations made in the brief and proposal, affects every segment of our society. RCPP Family,  I know that you are concerned with growing crime rates, high recidivism rates, and the successful reentry of the 7 million men, women, and juveniles in America’s prisons, or on probation or parole, wherefore, supporting The Comprehensive Incarcerated Persons Reform, Rehabilitation, and Reentry Act is a necessary and very important step in our collective endeavor to see prison reform and the rehabilitation of the millions of men, women, and juveniles in American prisons. The deterrence of Crime, and reducing its rates, as well as that of recidivism is everyone’s problem, and it is important that society knows from a prisoners perspective, exactly what he or she may need in order to transform themselves into assets to our collective society instead of liabilities. 

The Proposed Bill: 

C.I.P.R.A, which is comprised of a brief and proposal, which complements each other simply proves and points up the fact that throughout history---thousands of years worth, societies have used nearly every means in their efforts to deter crime, reduce its rates, and that of recidivism, and all those means has failed, and actually contributed greatly to the rise in crime and recidivism. The brief unequivocally and emphatically proves that punishment in its various forms, standing alone does not deter crime, reduce its rates, curtails recidivism or address the concerns of society in regards to crime. What it also proves is that without comprehensive reformative and rehabilitative programs---educational, vocational, therapeutic, etc. the system actually fuels the crime and recidivism rates.

   The brief is laid out in a format that allows the reader to consult the table of contents and decide what topics are of interest or most important, etc., if you do not have the requisite time to peruse the brief in its entirety in one or two sittings. The proposal is simple and to the point, but also gives the reader a concise and accurate understanding of what we are asking for, why we are asking for it, and how it can be implemented and enacted. I wrote the brief and proposal this way so that there would not be any ambiguities in regards to our requests, and to actually offer solutions instead of merely stating that the various changes are needed, and giving lip service to what is already known.

   The proposal is equitable to all and most importantly addresses the concerns of society in regards to public safety, security, economics, etc. Nevertheless, both the brief and proposal speak for themselves, and we are asking that you support us and our endeavors, by helping us bring C.I.P.R.A. to life. We are trying to help ourselves, and give back to society, and our voices must be heard and our problems and issues taken into consideration. We prisoners, for too long have been subjected to the tenacious assumptions of uninformed members of society, elected officials, and now private corporations, which seek to enslave us indefinitely, and have pushed the envelope containing the 13th Amendment over a bottomless pit, via the creation of prison dependent economies---the buying, selling, and trading of prisoners, etc. We prisoners can no longer remain silent and allow these things to continue. The bottom line is, a prisoner, created C.I.P.R.A. for all prisoners and society, and we should be heard! We are not seeking exoneration from our various crimes, etc. We apologize for them to you and our society, and beg your collective forgiveness---we are asking for and seeking an end for a need for us to have to resort to crime in the future, despite the obstacles we may face once released.

   Wherefore, I am asking that on behalf of all prisoners in the United States and especially in New York State, that you give us your help and support in our endeavor to make C.I.P.R.A. a reality, by supporting it and our endeavors. This is important because we are the one’s that are affected mostly by incarceration, and knows what it will take to do better in the future.

   The most important reason I am asking you to post this document on your web-page is the fact that it is people of color that makes up 2/3 of all incarcerated persons in prison in America, and society must be made aware of these statistics. Further, unless these concerns are addressed in an equitable and commonsense way, Blacks and Latinos should not endorse or vote for either candidate now running for president. Blacks and Latinos are being courted heavily by the Likes of Hilary Clinton, for instance, however, they must recognize that the country’s prison population grew exponentially and exorbitantly during the Clinton era, due to Bill Clinton’s Crime Bills and get tough on Crime Policies, which has caused America to be the largest prison society in the world. The same can be said about Rudy Giuliani in the case of New York City. In addition, unless, Senator Obama can adequately address and answer questions as to how he intends to deal with this problem, neither should he receive any black endorsements or votes, especially solely based upon the fact that he is black.

   Wherefore, I request that you accept this request and help us here in New York State get this bill proposal heard and passed. I also believe that this proposal can have far reaching effects, whereas it can be adopted by other states and merely amended where necessary. RCPP Family, after offering our apologies, and sincere cries and requests for help, mercy, and the necessary tools to reform, rehabilitate, and reenter society as positive, productive, successful assets thereto, who will be at fault and to blame if our cries go unheard and we do not obtain the help that we are asking for, and are sent back out into the free-world and “Forced” to commit additional crimes, because we did not receive the necessary tools to help ourselves?

   I am not saying that committing more crimes is the right thing to do or a solution---crime cannot be sanctioned under any circumstances, however, given the choice of starvation, homelessness, etc. what would men, women, and juveniles, already pre-disposed to crime in order to meet basic subsistence requirements do if faced with these circumstances? They commit additional crimes---but probably more heinous, bold and violent, because at that point, after striking out one or two times, they have nothing left to lose---they lost everything the first time---when they received their first strike. Contrary to popular belief, there are no second and third strikes, because once you are arrested and convicted in this country, you are labeled, stigmatized and disenfranchised for the rest of your life.

   Most prisoners are going to eventually get out of prison and you and a lot of other people already acknowledge this fact. However, America must decide how these men, women, and juveniles get out. Corrections and parole can either “Release” a prisoner, with the knowledge that they did everything positive and possible to insure a successful reentry, or corrections and parole can “Unleash” a prisoner, after years of living in a harsh prison environment---angry, debauch, vengeful, disenfranchised and more dangerous than a rabid pit-bull on an unsuspecting society. That is the reality, Citizen and friend.  Nevertheless, I hope to hear from you in regards to this request. In addition, I included a list of all the persons who received copies of the proposal, yet have not responded, etc. and a support letter, which I am asking that you also post on your web-page so that visitors to the page can down load it, or fill it out and send it via e-mail or U.S. Postal Service pledging their support.

   The following is a list of people and organizations that has received copies of C.I.P.R.A. and requests for support and assistance and did not respond. We ask that you contact them and ask them why, as well as pledge your support to this endeavor. 

1. Gov. Eliot Spitzer

2. Acting Commissioner Brian S. Fischer

3. Assembly-Member Jeffrion L. Aubry (D) N.Y. 

4. Assembly-Member Keith L. Wright (D) N.Y.

5. Assembly-Member Aurelia Greene (D) N.Y.

6. Assembly-Member Helene Weinstein (D) N.Y. (Responded on March 20, 2007)

7. Assembly-Member Sheldon Silver (D) N.Y.

8. Senator Velmanette Montgomery (D) N.Y.

9. Senator Malcolm A. Smith (D) N.Y.

10. Senator Kevin S. Parker (D) N.Y.

11. Senator Liz Krueger (D) N.Y.

12. Senator Thomas K. Duane (D) N.Y.

13. U.S. Senator Sam Brownback  ( R) Kan.

14. U.S. Senator Joseph Biden (D) DE

15. Andrew Cuomo, Attorney General (D) N.Y.

16. Chief Justice Judith Kaye, N.Y. Court of Appeals

17. Kumiki Gibson, Commissioner Div. of Human Rights (D) N.Y.

18. Amnesty International

19. A.C.L.U.

20. Senator Barack Obama (D) Ill.

21. Senator John McCain (R) AZ

22. Senator John Edwards (R)

23. Senator Hillary Clinton (D) N.Y.

These are just some of the people we contacted and sent copies to and received no response from. It makes you wonder if they are serious about helping us, or our society progress further down the road of humanity.

Respectfully Requested,

__________________________ 

     Sheldon N. Messer

