IN 1996, OREGON SITED SIX PRISONS IN SIX MONTHS UNDER
OREGON'S “"SUPER SITING LAW" WHICH MADE
PRISONS EXEMPT FROM STATE LEVEL

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW.

IN MENDOTA, CA WHERE

THE FBOP WANTED TO BUILD A

5 PRISON "CORRECTIONS COMPLEX."

THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

STATEMENT WAS AVAILABLE ONLY

IN ENGLISH DESPITE THE FACT THAT
86% OF THE LOCAL POPULATION
SPEAKS SPANISH. EVENTUALLY A
SPANISH-TRANSLATED 10 PAGE
SUMMARY OF THE 1000 PAGE
DOCUMENT WAS PROVIDED.:

SANILAC COUNTY, Ml HOPES IT WILL GET ABOUT $900,000
IN REVENUE THIS YEAR FROM RENTING BEDS.

{! y IN STANLEY, WI PRIVATE DEVELOPERS MANAGED TO SITE
AND BUILD A $60 MILLION 1,326-BED PRISON WITHOUT ONE
ELECTED OFFICIAL CASTING A VOTE OR SIGNING A BILL.»?

IN 2001 THE STATE BOUGHT THE PRISON
FOR $82.5 MILLION5

/ “IT FLATLY INTRODUCES MONEY
AND THE DESIRE FOR PROFIT INTO
THE IMPRISONMENT POLICY DEBATE,
BECAUSE YOU'VE GOT AN ENTITY IN
WISCONSIN, A PRIVATE ENTITY, WITH
A STRONG FINANCIAL INTEREST IN
KEEPING PEOPLE IN PRISON AND
HAVING THEM SENTENCED TO

PRISON."% -WALTER DICKEY-
FORMER WISCONSIN STATE

TODAY IN
MISSISSIPPI,

WHERE THE CELL
SUPPLY HAS
OUTRUN THE
CRIMINAL
SUPPLY, LAW-
MAKERS, LOCAL
SHERIFFS, AND
PRIVATE-PRISON
INTERESTS ARE
ALL COMPETING
FOR THE SCARCE
SUPPLY OF
PRISONERS s

A FLORIDA D.O.C. TASK FORCE
FOUND THAT LOCAL ZONING
LAWS HINDER ACQUISITION OF |
% LAND FOR NEW FACILITIES. IN ' & A8
1, RESPONSE, THE LEGISLATURE b .
j PASSED THE CORRECTIONAL '/
REFORM ACT OF 1983, WHICH
GAVE THE STATE THE
. AUTHORITY TO OVERRIDE
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS IN
SELECTING SITES FOR
CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES?

REEVES COUNTY, TEXAS ISSUED 3 BONDS OVER 15 YEARS,
$90 MILLION, TO BUILD 3 FACILITIES IN THE DYING OIL TOWN
OF PECOS. JUDGE JIMMY GALINDO, THE DRIVING FORCE
BEHIND THE DEAL SAYS: “. .. WE LIVE IN A PART OF THE
COUNTRY WHERE IT'S VERY DIFFICULT TO CREATE AND SUS-
TAIN JOBS IN A GLOBAL MARKET. [PRISONS] BECOME A VERY
CLEAN INDUSTRY FOR US TO PROVIDE EMPLOYMENT TO CITIZENS."
"I LOOK AT IT" AS A COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROJECT.” ©

| IN ANYTOWN U.S.A., WHERE PRISONS ARE
SEEN AS ECONOMIC SAVIORS, LEADERS

{ FIND A WAY TO APPROVE THEM DESPITE
WHATEVER RESERVATIONS THE LOCALS
MAY HAVE.

MANY MUNICIPALITIES ARE EXPANDING THEIR JAIL FACILITIES IN ORDER
TO RENT BEDS TO OVERCROWDED FEDERAL AND STATE PRISONS.
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‘ CORRECTIONS CHIEF.

ONE WEBSITE,

JAILBEDSPACE.COM, CONNECTS RENTERS
WITH SELLERS. "IT'S A GOOD MARKETING
TOOL,” SAYS LT. ROBERT LEFEVER OF THE
PUTNAM COUNTY CORRECTIONAL FACILITY,
WHICH RENTS OUT AN AVERAGE OF 60
BEDS PER DAY

. = -
SO THE PRISON IS BUILT AND THE PRISONERS

ARRIVE AND THE TOWN WAITS TO SEE WHAT IT
WILL BECOME.





